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This document is 
intended to provide 
instructions for the 
Medi-Cal Healthcare 
Effectiveness Data 
and Information Set 
(HEDIS) measure, 
Breast Cancer 
Screening.

DESCRIPTION:

The percentage 
of women ages 
50-74 who had a 
mammogram to 
screen for breast 
cancer every two 
years.

WHY THIS MEASURE IS 
IMPORTANT:

 » Breast cancer can 
occur at any age, but 
the risk of getting it 
increases with age.

 » Early breast cancer 
is typically without 
symptoms.

 » Breast cancer is 
the most common 
cancer among 
women.

 » Survival rates are 
highest when breast 
cancer is found early.

 » Mammography will 
detect 80-90% of 
breast cancers in 
women without any 
symptoms.

TARGET POPULATION:

 » Members must 
have continuous 
enrollment from 
October 1, 2015 
through December 
31, 2017.

 » Note that 
recommendations 
for routine breast 
cancer screening for 
women 40-49 years 
of age are made on 
an individual basis.i

CODING 
REQUIREMENTS: 

Members meet 
eligibility if they have 
had one or more 
mammograms any time 
between October 1, 
2015 and December 31, 
2017. Acceptable codes 
include:

CPT: 77055, 77056, 
77057,
HCPCS: G0202, G0204, 
G0206
 

EXCLUSIONS:

Members may be 
excluded from the 
measure if they had a 
bilateral mastectomy 
or two unilateral 
mastectomies at any 
time prior to December 
31, 2016.  

To indicate member’s 
history of bilateral 
mastectomy, report 
ICD-10 code Z90.13 
on any claim at least 
once during the 
measurement period.  
This code should NOT 
be listed as a primary 
diagnosis per coding 
guidelines. 

DATA COLLECTION:

Data for this measure 
will be collected via 
claims.

i Siu AL, on behalf of the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force. Screening for Breast Cancer: 
U.S. Preventive Services Task Force Recommendation Statement. Ann Intern Med. 
2016;164:279-296. doi: 10.7326/M15-2886

HEDIS is a registered trademark of the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA).

BEST PRACTICES

 ; Educate female members 
about the importance of early 
detection, and encourage testing.

 ; Make yearly mammography a standard part of 
discussion during every visit.

 ; Order routine breast cancer screening every 1-2 
years.

 ; Use the Provider Portal reports as an office 
tracking tool, and reach out to non-compliant 
members.

 ; Note that mammograms do not require prior 
authorization. Provide the member with a list 
of nearby contracted imaging/mammography 
centers.


