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 Vaccine Hesitancy Strategies for Providers 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

1. May a parent request for a personal belief exemption and ask a provider for support? 

No, the new law SB 277 effective January 1st, 2016 does not allow for personal belief 

exemptions including religious beliefs.  This law applies to both public and private school.  

Medical exemptions are allowed, but require specific documentation and clearance from a 

Medical Doctor (M.D.).  Please refer to Senate Bill 277 for more details or visit this website: 

http://www.shotsforschool.org/laws/sb277faq. 

2. What if the parent states their child had an allergic reaction to a vaccine and no longer wants 

to vaccinate the child? 

Verify that the child has a documented allergy to a vaccine on their immunization record.  If 

the immunization record does not document this, ask the parent where you could find this 

documentation in order for your records to be updated and reflect the most accurate vaccine 

history.  Since the allergy could vary based on the child’s history, flag your provider of the 

parent’s concern to further discuss and align with the child’s vaccine history.  

3. A parent told me that her child had an allergic reaction to a vaccine and therefore should 

have a medical exemption.  Is this possible?  

Medical Exemptions require the approval from a licensed physician (M.D. or D.O.).  The form 

required for a school medical exemption must indicate the following: 

o The physical condition or medical circumstance of the child that proves the 

medical necessity of not receiving the vaccinations 

o A list of specific vaccines that are exempted 

o Whether the medical exemption is permanent or temporary 

o The expiration date, if the medical exemption is temporary 

Parents should also outreach to their clinic as soon as possible if they foresee that their child 

may need a medical exemption and clarify what internal processes are in place at the clinic.   

 

4. What would be an example of a medical exemption? 

A child diagnosed with a form of cancer that prevents he or she from getting a live virus 

vaccine.  

5. What if the parent requests to have a “modified immunization schedule”?  

A parent may request a “modified immunization schedule”; however, depending on the 

vaccine(s) delayed, the “modified immunization schedule” may impact the child’s enrollment 

at school.  The law SB 277 does not allow for “modified immunization schedules” unless it is 

required based on a medical exemption. 


