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 Vaccine Coding 
Frequently Asked Questions 

1. How are vaccines priced? 

For up-to-date rates, providers should refer to the most current Medi-Cal rate schedule.  

However, the provider contract may affect the reimbursement rate. Please note the 

administration fee is included in the reimbursement for the vaccine.  

2. Can VFC providers use non-VFC stock for members under the age of 18? 

Yes, in cases where VFC vaccines are out of stock. 

3. What information needs to go into the remarks field for vaccines administered to adults and 

children using non-VFC stock? 

For high-risk vaccines given to adults, provide comments in box 19.  When providers are 

enrolled in the VFC program, but the product is out of stock, providers may bill for the 

product using the appropriate CPT code, however providers must document on their claims in 

box 19 “Purchased stock given due to VFC out of stock”. 

4. Are invoices required when a VFC provider bills for a vaccine out of purchased stock? 

No, as of October 3, 2018 the Alliance no longer requires an invoice when billing for a special 

circumstance, non VFC vaccine. Medi-Cal reimbursement rates will apply. 

5. How can denials for the vaccine administration lines be reduced? 

The payment for the administration is reimbursed with the cost of the vaccine.  All 

administration claim lines will be denied with “3S – payment is included in another service.” 

6. Which adult vaccines require a modifier? 

Vaccines given to adults who are considered “high risk” require use of modifier SK.  Please 

see the Medi-Cal Provider Manual: Immunizations section for complete details.  

 

7. How can I become a VFC provider? 

Contact your applicable VFC representative at the California Department of Public Health. 

Santa Cruz & Monterey Counties 

Brenton Louie (Supervisor) (510) 412-1607 Brenton.Louie@cdph.ca.gov 

Veronica Martinez (510) 412-1602 VeronicaP.Martinez@cdph.ca.gov 

Thyrone Antonio (510) 412-1609 Thyrone.Antonio@cdph.ca.gov 

Marcia Santillan (510) 412-1608 Marcia.Santillan@cdph.ca.gov 

Merced County 

Souk Mouanoutoua (Supervisor) (559) 228-5855 Souk.Mouanoutoua@cdph.ca.gov 

Yunuen Garcia (559)228 5857  Yunuen.Garcia@cdph.ca.gov 
 

Medi-Cal Provider Manual: Immunizations: https://files.medi-cal.ca.gov/.../immun_m00o03o04o11p00.doc 

Medi-Cal Coverage of Immunizations: https://files.medi-cal.ca.gov/pubsdoco/medsupply/Medi-Cal_coverage_immunizations_faq.asp 
CDC Vaccines: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/index.html 
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